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Diplomatica: Serbian aspirations
Serbia-Canada relations have, over the past decade or more, been similar to Taiwan-Canada relations. When Foreign Minister John Baird visited Belgrade in late August, it had been 13 years since a foreign minister visited. Similarly, it had been 12 years since a Serbian minister had been to Canada.

“There was no political reason why,” explained Serbian Ambassador Mihailo Papazoglu, who presented his credentials to the Governor General in June. (Though Serbia did call its ambassador home in 2008 for consultations in response to Canada’s recognition of Kosovo’s independence.)

“This is a reset of bilateral co-operation,” he said. “There was a foreign investment protection agreement signed.”

He noted that Canada and Serbia are already economically linked: 80 per cent of all licences given for prospecting and mining in Serbia go to Canadian companies.

Papazoglu said Baird’s visit also included some events to mark the centennial of the beginning of the First World War. Baird installed a marble plate to commemorate the Canadian Medical Corps’ work.

Now that that high-level visit is under his belt, Papazoglu will continue to press for a less-strict visa regime for Serbian visitors to Canada. He said there’s no concern over international asylum seekers coming from Serbia. “We’re named as a safe country in Europe. On human rights, we don’t have a problem.”

Jennifer Campbell is editor of Diplomat magazine (diplomatonline.com). Follow her on Twitter @JennMCampbell
